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Rottgen Pieta
DESCRIPTION
Rottgen Pieta passed a strong message using images that carry different meanings individually. The images showed the medieval viewers the life of God and Mary. The art shows Mary as someone who was already prepared for the Crucifixion and it was not something new to her. This work is generally about God and Mary; it creates the picture of pain and suffering. Pieta used various images to translate the message to the medieval viewers. It is seen that Mary is holding Christ on her hand and looking on his both rids they are visible as someone who hasn’t been eating for long (Ross, 2021).
The images showed despite the suffering on the cross, he was also suffering from poverty and lack of essential things that made Him look badly off. Mary is seen holding Christ in most of the pictures, Mary is always there for Christ and this suffering and pain seem to affect her greatly. From the images it is also visible to see the angels of God protecting Christ while other people are mourning for His crucifixion. Christ is able to patient with all the happenings despite the ability and power He had. From critical view on the crucifixion of Christ, the women seem to be highly affected by the suffering of Christ than the men who are there, they are remorseful they can’t stop shedding tears on Jesus who is on the cross. Though from the view Christ was suffering and was going through a lot of pain, the picture was created in a way that showed He wasn’t really suffering because God took away all the pain from Him (Ross, 2021).


ANALYSIS
Formal elements of art
According libretexts (2021), Rottgen Pieta used the formal elements effectively to finish the artwork in an impressive way. Line was used for showing feelings or expression. The entire artwork is filled with expression and feelings that resulted from Christ crucifixion. The women around Christ were filled with feeling of mercy and they expressed their mercy towards Christ by crying. It was also visible from Rottgen Pieta artwork that Christ was in much pain.
Shape plays a critical role in displaying what the image wanted to communicate. Rottgen Pieta used a common shape to frame the images. Most of the images were framed on a rectangular shape and the rest which were actual designed shape took the shape of real humans that is Christ and Mary. This communicated the exact information of who are Christ and Mary and what they went through during crucifixion. The shapes were highly maintained so that the viewers won’t be confused of the message being passed.
The form in which an art takes allows the viewer to have a deeper understanding that he or she can develop some ideas and new information from the art. Rottgen Pieta art took a 3D form, this form created a perspective tone that clearly indicated what Rottgen Pieta wanted to show the viewers. This form of the art not only creates a good perspective, it also provides a good view of the art work. Most of the 3D forms are more understandable.
The color of the artwork helps to explain the lightness or the darkness of the art. It also helps in understanding the highlights and shadows in particular artwork. Rottgen Pieta used a slightly dark color in the artwork, this aimed at explaining the conditions in which Mary and Christ were into. The general images are not light but slightly dark. Rottgen Pieta combined red, brown and grey color on the body of Christ and Mary. The gowns of the people weeping for Christ were brown and red. The brown color was also used to show the skin color of the people. Christ and Mary grayish color was used to explain the suffering and pain they were going through, it also indicated the state of their body due to beating and hunger.  Rottgen Pieta combined different colors effectively to show the different situation they were going through.
Value as the formal element helps in indicating the value of something. Rottgen Pieta showed the value of artwork by showing how the blood of Christ had much value. From the image, the angels are seen collecting the blood and prevent it from spilling on the ground, this shows the value of the blood of Christ that is not allowed to spill on the ground. Rottgen Pieta used texture to explain the surface quality, the texture of the artwork took a visual texture where the images gave an illusion of how the ground felt and also the cloths they were wearing could feel. Space of the artwork explains what exact size did the image take on its surface, Rottgen Pieta artwork took medium space that allowed the viewers to have a good view from all angles, the drawings were not squeezed, and they took exact space which left a good space for the frame. 
Principles of art
Balance helps create an illusion of the balance of the artwork either structurally or virtually. Rottgen Pieta used the principle of balance to show the weight of the artwork. Emphasis on the artwork is used to create focal point where color, balance or unity can be used. Rottgen Pieta developed a good emphasis on color used on the body, the blood and the cloths that the people wear. This helped to create a focal point on the artwork and the images created. Rhythm helps in detecting repetition in the artwork. Looking at Rottgen Pieta artwork, the use of bold and directional brushwork helps develop movement for the painting in the art. Proportion helps in showing the relationship between the items in the painting.  Rottgen Pieta used a good scale that maintained a good proportion of the images, nothing was more than the other, the hands and the bodies of the people were on a proper proportion. Variety enables the viewer to be aware of the changes in the artwork. Rottgen Pieta used red color to provide variety in the artwork. It has been highly used to show blood of Christ.
CRAFTSMANSHIP
The artist used various materials for the artwork. The main material for the artwork was wood which made the actual statue. Others include the crayons and colored pencils, paint brushes, and paints. The main material being wood, it was painted using the paint brush and the different ear and eye positions were drawn by the crayons and colored pencils (Ross, 2021). 
HISTORICAL PRECEDENCE
Rottgen Pieta artwork helps recall the previous work by creating a deeper knowledge and expounding on what was already build. It helps recall the previous work of Michelangelo’s Pieta by helping to compare and contrast the two. The artwork reflects the tradition treatment of the subject in various ways, the subject is seen wearing old cloths, and the art environment also reflects the view of traditional treatment. The artwork has typical elements of the previous artistic style such as the color, shape, form, value, texture and space (Brainmass, 2021).
INTERPRETATION
The artwork aimed at showing the audience the presence of God and Mary. It generally wanted to create an image of a suffering Christ who is going through a lot of pain but at the same time God and Mary is there for Him. It also wanted the audience to see Christ as a patient or triumphant Christ. The work was made for the medieval viewers; it aimed at making them understand what role God and Mary were playing in the life of Christ. The artist in the artwork wanted to communicate to the viewers on the social life of Christ and what he went through, he actually wanted to elaborate the biblical understanding of the crucifixion of Christ. The main symbol of communication in the artwork was the cross which showed Christ crucifixion, the blood which showed He was beaten and pierced by arrows, and visible ribs showed how He lived a low life. The artwork employs feeling of mercy. From the art work, Mary is seen crying for Christ suffering and also other women who were standing beside the cross were remorseful for what Christ was going.
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